
BJCP Study Group
September 6, 2017

Market Garden Brewery

a.k.a.  Thinking about judging (and 
enjoying it…)



Thanks to our hosts!!!

Really, thank you Andy, Nathan and 
MGB.



Goals for the Study Group

• Improve knowledge of beer and 
brewing process

• Prepare for BJCP exam for those 
interested



Reasonable questions….

• Do you have to take the exam(s)?

• Do you have to be a brewer to be 
a beer judge?

• How much will this cost?

• Can’t we just get to the tasting 
part?



Wait, beer judging?  Don’t you just drink it?

• “Beer judging is like a dog show …”

• Evolution of beer styles caused by

– technological advances

– cultural phenomena

– geography, especially available water



So what do we do when judging a beer?

• Smell, look, smell some more, taste, 
taste more ….

• Assess (thinking about Style 
Guidelines)

• Describe

• GIVE FEEDBACK TO THE BREWER!!! 
(Style, defects, advice …)







Schedule for Study Group

• September 6: Overview of Written 
Exam, then Styles: (Mostly Light) 
Lagers

• Sept 13 (at Saint Thomas Eastern 
Orthodox Church): ?? Malt and 
Yeast??, then ??? styles

• Sept 20 (at MGB):

• Sept 27:



Schedule for Study Group

• October 4: 

• Oct 11: 

• Oct 18: 

• Oct 25:



Interested in more?

• Beer Judge Certification Program 
(bjcp.org)

• SNOBs (Society of Northeast Ohio 
Brewers) www.beersnobs.org (NOT 
snobs.org!)

http://www.beersnobs.org/

